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Report No: 

Meeting Date: 

Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 

STAFF REPORT 
TO: AC Transit Board of Directors 

FROM: Michael A. Hursh, General Manager 

SUBJECT: Air District Funding for Zero-Emission Buses 

ACTION ITEM 

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S): 

16-155 

June 8, 2016 

Consider adoption of Resolution No. 16-026 authorizing the General Manager, or his designee, 
to file and execute applications and funding agreements with the Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District (BAAQMD) for the purchase of five 40-foot battery electric buses with 
associated charging infrastructure. 

BACKGROUND/RATIONALE: 

The BAAQMD Heavy-Duty Zero-Emission Vehicle (HZV) Program is designed to help fleet 
operators achieve significant voluntary emission reductions by encouraging the replacement of 
older, compliant vehicles with new, zero-emission vehicles. The HZV program provides funding 
to reimburse a percentage of the incrementpl cost between a new zero-emission vehicle and a 
comparable di_esel/gasoline-fueled vehicle. The HZV program is part of the Transportation Fund 
for Clean Air (TFCA) program, which funds projects that reduce on-road motor vehicle 
emissions. TFCA revenues come from a $4 surcharge on motor vehicles registered within the 
San Francisco Bay Area. 

Staff will apply to the HZV program for funding in conjunction with the projects that the Board 
approved for submission to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Low or No Emissions grant 
program on May 11, 2016. The project is to purchase five battery-electric buses and associated 
charging infrastructure. 

After the submission of the FTA grant applications, staff has had discussions with the City of 
Oakland and their desire to have zero-emission buses on the B-Shuttle route. The B-Shuttle 
route is a prime candidate for the en route charging battery buses due to the short route. 
Oakland staff encouraged the District to apply for the full incremental funding for the five 
battery buses as an alternate fund source to the FTA funds if they are not awarded. 

The table below shows the approximate amounts being applied for, which are based on project 
needs and some estimates from BAAQMD staff: 

Five battery-electric" buses 
and charging infrastructure 

$2,100,000 
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The award amount is based on the emissions reductions achieved by the replacement of 
existing diesel buses and the permanent scrapping of the replaced vehicles. The amounts 
above are based on estimates from BAAQMD staff. 

BUDGETARY/FISCAL IMPACT: 

The HZV funding will be used in lieu of or in addition to the FTA Low or No Emissions grant 
funds it has applied for. If the HZV funding is awarded it will reduce the amount of District 
capital funding required. 

ADVANTAGES/DISADVANTAGES: 

Staff can identify no disadvantages to applying for the funds. 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: 

The Board approved applications to the FTA for a project to purchase the five battery buses and 
associated charging infrastructure in staff report 16-125. This staff report follows that action to 
request related funding for the same project. The only alternative is not to apply for these 
funds, which would increase the amount of District funds needed to fully fund the projects. 

PRIOR RELEVANT BOARD ACTION/POLICIES: 

SR 16-125 Federal Transit Administration Low or No Vehicle Emission Grant Application. 

ATIACHMENTS: 

1: Resolution 16-026 

Approved by: 
Reviewed by: 
Prepared by: 

Claudia L. Allen, Chief Financial Officer 
Denise C. Standridge, General Counsel 
Chris Andrichak, Manager, Capital Planning & Grants 
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ALAMEDA-CONTRA COSTA TRANSIT DISTRICT 
RESOLUTION NO. 16-026 

SR 16-155 Att.l 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE GENERAL MANAGER OR HIS DESIGNEE TO FILE AND 
EXECUTE APPLICATIONS AND FUNDING AGREEMENTS WITH THE BAY AREA AIR QUALITY 

DISTRICT FOR TRANSPORTATION FOR CLEAN AIR FUNDS 

WHEREAS, the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District ("AC Transit") is submitting 
applications for funding to the Bay Area Air Quality Management District ("Air District") through 
the Transportation Fund for Clean Air ("TFCA") program; and 

WHEREAS, the application is a project to purchase five battery-electric buses and 
associated charging infrastructure with a request for $2,100,000 in TFCA funds; and 

WHEREAS, the Air District is the regional air pollution control agency for the nine county 
San Francisco Bay Area; and 

WHEREAS, in 1991, the California State Legislature authorized the Air District to impose 
a $4 surcharge on motor vehicles registered within the San Francisco Bay Area to fund projects 
that reduce on-road motor vehicle emissions; and 

WHEREAS, the Air District has allocated the surcharge funds through its TFCA program 
to fund eligible projects. The statutory authority and requirements of the TFCA program are set 
forth in California Health and Safety Code Sections 44241 and 44242. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Directors of the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District 
("District") does resolve as follows: 

Section 1. The project is approved for submission to the Air District. 

Section 2. The General Manager, Michael A. Hursh, is authorized to submit the 
application and carry out the project. 

Section 3. AC Transit will secure matching funds from a non-Air District source(s) 
that will pay for any project-related costs in excess of an award. 

Section 4. AC Transit will comply with the program policies and guidelines including 
the requirement to operate and maintain the projects' equipment throughout the project term. 

Section 5. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage by 
four affirmative votes of the Board of Directors. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 8th day of June, 2016. 
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H. E. Christian Peeples, President 

Attest: 

Linda A. Nemeroff, District Secretary 

I, Linda A. Nemeroff, District Secretary for the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was passed and adopted at a regular meeting of 
the Board of Directors held on the 8th day of June, 2016, by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 

Linda A. Nemeroff, District Secretary 

Approved as to Form and Content: 

Denise C. Standridge, General Counsel 
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